STEAGUE FORT

Mot was very angry and spoke to the Chief Niat.
'Give me fifty men for half fifty days/ he said, 'and
I will take your revenge for your son and my revenge
for my woman.* So Niat gave leave to fifty of his men
to go, but they must be back by the next full moon;
and he gave Mot sword and shield and helmet again,
and his gold collar which had been nailed up on the
wall. The Chiefs wife would have had Blackbird to
stay with her as foster-mother to Sea-thing, but
Blackbird had Mot now, and no need of the child, so
she kissed him and said no. She was ill at ease here,
too, because she was easily the prize among the
pirates' women, but here were many longer-haired
and softer-skinned and redder-lipped than she was;
but Mot had not looked at them yet. The Queen
gave her a dress of yellow stuff with shining smooth
fringes of horse-hair and a copper band for her hair.
She rode beside Mot, and he kept on looking at her
and touching her.

They stayed that night on the inland side of the
pass. Neither of them minded their bruises at all.
That was all finished. And after this night Blackbird
could be sure that she would have no child by any of
the pirates; Mot's would be stronger. The next day
they made their attack on the dun.

Most of the pirates were killed, but some got away
into the hills and came back by and by, after Niat's
men were gone, and swore they would always fear and
obey Mot. He made them herd cows with the women
for a moon after that to see that they did. Then he
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